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By Carma Wadley 
Deseret News staff writer x 


Of all the adjectives ‘that have. 
been used to describe the Old West, 
untamed crops up as frequently as 
anything. The West was a place that 
made its own rules, where violence 
was considered a viable answer to 
any problems, + : 

Here are three new books that 
look at various aspects of the un- 
tamed West —all with some sort of a 
military perspective, 


SOLDIERS WEsT: Biographies 
from the Military Frontier, edited by 
Paul Andrew Hutton, University of 
Nebraska Press, 276 Pp., $9.95 
Paperback. ty =o : Mas beat 

The view we have of the frontier Lees saa ve. 
soldier is often that one created by & = 
John Wayne movies. The Picture. George A, 
that emerges from “Soldiers West” colorful an 
is considerably less glamorous —.. mie 


ee 


er soldiers, | 


conflicted with 
community norms,” ’ 


tended to be a cohesive, close-knit 
group, clashed with ‘their Missouri 
neighbors, who saw no need for a 


developing. ‘The conflict eventually 
erupted in bloodshed and resulted in 
the explusion of the Mormons from 
the state, 


“Although much has been written 
about the Mormon War, a re-exami-- 
nation of these events was justified 
for several reasons," says LeSueur. * 
“The recent discovery of new source” 
materials, including journals, letters, 
petitions and official documents, 
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and considerably more accurate — nocent and punished..2, |. Consider her description of Kit _ and focus on their actions; a more 


than that, “Had the nation’s leaders acted on. Carson “To see the oui A detailed description of the Missouri- 
2 quiet, reticent . s ways 
The book presents a series of Short such understandings, the army might "man, you would never dream thathe ns 4 mee and activities was 
biographies of Western military fig- have played a more Significant role was the hero of so many romances. 1 Peeded. 7 the cee onaty bs - 
Philo some: such as William Clark, jn the westward movement — and believe he would rather have faced 4 been ats oe hon: RR wae 
Philip ‘Sheridan, William Harney, one less vulernable to criticism:” ~~ whole tribe of hastilo Indiane than Opposed  anti-Mormon vigilantes 
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‘Unaries sing 
well-known names; others, like Nel- 
son Miles, George Crook, Frank Bal- 
dwin, Stephen, Long, John Bourke 
and Benjamin Grierson may be less 
familiar. But all had a significant 
role in the story of the military 
frontier. ies S33 Ge Fae 

The biographies point out the di- 
verse roles performed by the mili- 
tary on the frontier. Soldiers were 
explorers, scientists, cartographers, 
writers and builders — as well as In- 
dian fighters. x 

Nor were these military men al- 
ways heroes. Some were vain, pomp- 
ous, caught up in military politics 
and were less-than-brilliant strate- 
gists. 


For many, frontier and Indian 
Were synonymous terms. And, in- 
deed, much of the frontier soldiering 
involved dealing with the Indians. It 
is a role that has generated a great 
deal of controversy in years since. 

it even at the time it was a role that 
people understood — in particu- 
many of the soldiers themselves. 

“Had the nation’s leaders under- 


Stood the lessons of Crook's experi- 
ence,” points out Robert M. Utley in 


s introduction, “th 


andGeorge Vuster, are ~ 


That's not to say. the frontier 
did not have ts finer, points 
contr 
And “Soldiers West” doesa 
of “telling it-like it.was” — the good 
“and. the bad.. The introduction sets 


. haps could havebeen done with the 
_ actual workings of the army, how 


_ things were organized, where the 
_ power and authority lay); the brief 


* biographical essays combine ‘well to 


‘produce a fairly complete, if not al- 
ways happy, picture of frontier sol- 
diering. | 


I MARRIED A SOLDIER, Lydia 
Spencer Lane, introduction by Darlis 
A. Miller, University of New Mexico 
Press, 193 pp., $9.95 paper. 

_ This little volume provides an en- 
tirely different view of military life 
— from the inside looking out. 

», . Lydia Spencer Lane married a sol- 
‘dier in 1854, and for the next 15 
years the Lanes lived on the south- 
western frontier.. Lydia was 

, capable, able to take i 
stride. She crossed the Great Plz 

~ by wagon seven times, traveled 
ly 8,000. miles, bore three chil 
under less than ideal conditions, 

. Although her account is not very 
detailed (it was written years later, 
without the benefit of diaries she 


_ said she wished she had kept), it is_ 


lively and in pro in- 
‘ auf into Geng) : well as fe in 
“the Southwest. ~~ tie : 
Lane writes with a dry wit and- ” 
keen t thatem enjoyable 
reading ‘ 
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hed his last drop of 
her defence.” 
_ Or an aecount of a Mexican funer- 
iild’s funeral a band head- 
, Playing the gayest 


aa an, he was so diffident. But 
g required assistance, he 
~ blood in her 


funerals were attended by a band? 
- ‘Because,’ said-‘my informant, ‘when 


~ achild dies we-rejoice that it has es- 


- caped so much sorrow and has surely 
"gone to heaven, while with older 
people — a very suggestive shrug 
just here intimated in that case the 
matter was doubtful, and that rejoic- 
ing might be somewhat out of place.” 


THE 1838 MORMON WAR IN MIS- 
SOURI, Stephen C. LeSueur, Uni- 
hah of Missouri Press, 286 pp., 
If the conflict between the Mor- 
mons and the people of Missouri is 
taken out of the context of Mormon 
history and placed in the broader 
_ context of frontier history it be- 
comes, says Stephen LeSueur, an ex- 
ample of Jacksonian democracy in 
“When viewed from this perspec- 
tive, the disturbances can be seen as 
sing out of dominant forces 
an social and political de- 
nt. In this respect, the Mor- 


e position as Indi- 


ans; b ’. @bolitionists and other 
Sroups Whose\activities, values or 


. I asked’ why only children’s 


thoughtful. 


anu tO Linear. 
disturbances,” ; 
LeSueur does a good job of pre- 
senting both sides — and there clear- 
ly was fault on both sides. “Both the 
Mormons and the Missourians ac; 
cepted the principles of dem 
and majority rule that allowed them 
to adopt extralegal methods to re- 


forts lo que ine. 


~ solve disputes, defend their interests 


and expel unwanted persons from 


their communities.” 


The problem was compounded by 
poor communications, prejudice, 
poor judgment and an inefficient 
state militia that prevented state and 
local officials from. 


fairly resolving the crisis. 


On the other hand, LeSueur points . 


out, we should not be lead to the con- 
clusion that the Mormons received 
fair or just treatment. “Mormon sol- 

iers committed many crimes — 


effectively or 


which led, eventually, to the gover- © 
nor's explusion order — but anti- _ 


Mormon vigilantes committed many 
crimes as well. Missouri officials, 
however, did not prosecute non-Mor- 
mons who drove Mormon Settlers 
from their homes, plundered, and 
burned. There was no court of inqui- 
Ty to investigate unlawful acts com- 
mitted by non-Mormons. Joseph 
Smith exaggered little when he com- 
plained that the law ‘is always ad- 
ministered against us and never in 
our favor.’ . : 
LeSueur’s account is a bit self-con- 
scious in places and tends to belabor 
certain points, but for the most part 
it is objective. detailed and 
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